Why Staging is Like a First Date 

Why would you want to stage your house?  The obvious reason is that you want to sell your house quickly and for the most money.  But how does staging do that?

When buyers are looking at houses, they see many that are cluttered or old fashioned, with styles that clash horribly with their own decorating.  It makes it hard to see yourself in a home that is personalized to someone else's taste.  A home that contains a massive doll collection is going to have a hard time impressing the sports fanatic, a house with deer trophies on the wall will never feel like home to vegetarians.  A lot of the public can not imagine a house any differently than the way it looks right now.  
Staging removes the obstacles.  A staged house is streamlined -- clutter is removed, "nick-knacks" are packed away and even extra furniture is removed.  Personal collections are gone, replaced with what I think of as "Pottery Barn Neutral", easy for nearly everyone to live with.  The house isn't left devoid of personality, but it is no longer so personal that a buyer will feel like they're invading someone else's home.  They see a house in which they can picture their own possessions and lifestyle.  Square footage is shown off, architectural details that make your house unique are highlighted.  

A staged house will sell more quickly because it is on it's best behavior and dressed to impress.  Like a first date, your staged house is showing the best side of itself.  Your staged house is ready to meet it's new owners and believes in love at first sight.  
