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Kids benefit at restaurant opening
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New restaurants often test their food and service on friends and families of employees prior to grand openings.

But Mesa's newest seafood restaurant turned its audition into a fundraiser for the arts and the sellout crowd was more than pleased.

"The food was outstanding, " said Mesa REALTOR Cris Tutera, one of 300 arts enthusiasts who forked over a $25 donation at Bonefish Grill to benefit visual and performing arts programs for kids at the Mesa Arts Center. "It's nice to see a white table cloth, service-style restaurant coming into Mesa and I'll be sure to tell all of my clients how fabulous it is." 

The charity event raised $6,037 Saturday evening for the Mesa Arts Center Foundation, a non-profit group that is providing primary support for children's art classes and for Stageworks, the arts center's family theater company. The foundation's goal is to raise $780,000 this year.

Foundation chairman Dennis Kavanaugh said the restaurant, which is the first Bonefish Grill in Arizona, offered the fundraising opportunity to the arts center.

The grill, located in a virtual sea of restaurants near the Superstition Freeway and Power Road, specializes in fresh fish flown in daily, said Danny Mulhaul, a business partner in the Florida-based operation. The menu ranges from Chilean Sea Bass and Calamari to Rainbow Trout, Ahi Tuna ad Longfin Tilapia. Beef, poultry and pasta dishes are also available.

The restaurant's comfort zone is broad enough for both casual attire and dressed to the nines. 

The front doors open to a sleek, spacious bar trimmed in golden hardwoods and booths large enough to seat a family. The dining room features hand blown glass lamps and three-dimensional art pieces.
Bonefish Grill 
Where: 6538 E. Superstititon Springs Boulevard

Hours: Monday through Thursday, 4 p.m. to 10:30 p.m; Friday, Saturday, 4 p.m. to 11: 30 p.m; Sunday, 4 p.m. to 10 p.m.

Reservations: Limited. 
