Introduction
Feng-Shui originated as an ancient art in China over 5,000 years ago.  It describes the relationship among presences from individuals and communities to the entire universe.  Harmony defines the heart of Feng-Shui and Chi is the soul of Feng-Shui.  Pleasantry, peace and prosperity (the 3 P’s) are the ultimate goals to be achieved by optimizing Feng-Shui.  
Feng-Shui came from an ancient Chinese book called “I-Ching”.  This book is about life, environment, nature and the universe.  You may recognize the term “Chi” often in connection with Chinese Kung-Fu and acupuncture, which focus on the Chi, or energy flow in human bodies.  In fact, Chi, or the energy flow, can exist anywhere including your body, your home, your neighborhood, your town and the entire universe.  The art of Feng-Shui is a system attempted to guide the Chi.  Simply put,  Feng-Shui is the art of understanding and guiding the flow of Chi in your environment the same way as guiding and controlling the flow of water with canals and dams.
Any house could have good or bad Feng-Shui.  For example the Ancient Chinese believed that an ideally located house should have its front facing south and its back facing north.  Based on modern science, we know that the earth’s magnetic field forms along the north-to-south axis.  (Interestingly both China and the U.S.A. are on the north side of the earth.)   The direction of the house would align itself with the earth’s magnetic field.  Practically it would allow the house to acquire maximum sunshine in cold weather and stay cool in hot weather.
Feng-Shui bears its roots in Tai-Chi, which describes the two opposite forces termed Ying and Yang.  For example, “receiving” is Ying, while ”giving” is Yang; “in” is Ying and “out” is Yang.  These two opposite forces can further propagate into four then eight forms.  In Feng-Shui, facing north is Ying and facing south is Yang.  Low ground is Ying, high ground is Yang.  When we use Feng-Shui in real estate, we usually use up to eight forms for analysis.  More elaborate analysis may be used for unique situations.  One important notion is that Ying does not necessarily mean bad and Yang is not always good.  

The key to predict Feng-Shui is to treat separate elements including the house, its’ neighborhood, and the surrounding environment as a whole.  The examples given in this article are quite straightforward in terms of observing Feng-Shui for a given house.  Feng-Shui can be much more sophisticated than what is described here.  Even great Feng-Shui in a home won’t last forever.  Road construction and renovations will affect the Feng-Shui of a house.  Even if you don’t change anything in your home and neighborhood its’ Feng-Shui will still change in ten to twenty years because the environment changes. Trees and bushes are changing constantly just by growing and dying and eventually you’ll need to make some kind of changes in your home and landscaping that will effect its’ Feng-Shui.  
Some properties are good for some people but not for others.  There is no one rule that fits all conditions.  A good Feng-Shui on a house can protect your family from bad luck.  If your house has great Feng-Shui, you’ll enjoy good fortune so do remember to preserve the balance between your house and its’ surroundings. 
Feng-Shui services on Andoverhousing.com were created by Dr. Kim Shih.  Shih was born in Vancouver, Canada and has studied Chinese Kung-Fu, Tai-Chi, I-Ching and Feng- Shui since high school.  Shih received Western Scientific training through his post-doctorate career.  He has a B.S. degree in Chemical Engineering from Taiwan, a Ph.D. degree from the Univ. of Mass. in Lowell and finished his post-doctoral training at Mass. General Hospital.  Professional scientific training and longtime studies of the Eastern culture have qualified Shih as a Feng-Shui expert in modern real estate.
Exterior and Landscape
All houses have their unique Feng-Shui.  The most important part is “Go with the flow of the energy”.  For example, if you live in a downtown area, a backyard garden is recommended to generate a Chi with a natural energy flow.  If you plant a tree in front of your home, it will block the entire Chi from your neighborhood, which would not be good Feng-Shui.  However, if you plant bushes on the side of the house, they can guard your home and bring harmony to your home.
There are many features of a house that would predict good Feng-Shui.  There is a saying: “Dragon on the left, tiger to the right.  Sparrow in the front, turtle in the back.”  To interpret this saying: since a dragon would prefer water the bathroom should be placed on the left side of the house, tiger means fire so a fireplace should be built on the right side of the house.  The front yard should be big and open enough for birds to come to your home.  The backyard of the house needs to be higher than the front yard of the house (i.e. a house on a small hill) resembling a turtle, which the house can lean on.  A stream winding away from your house means you will have financial stability as long as you are careful with money.

Set up water flow in your garden.  A slow water flow would bring in wealth to your home.  On the other hand, a heavy water flow may bring uncertainties which can be either good or bad.  Keep still water off your land as still water symbolizes imbalanced Ying-Yang and obstructs the exchange of the old Chi generated from your home with the fresh Chi from your neighboring environment.
Depending on the location of a house different solutions may be applied to optimize the same Feng-Shui problem.  For example, if your house is on a busy street, a metal fence around your yard is recommended for a city-dweller, while a suburban residence should use bushes or trees.  It is important to remember that there are no fixed rules to optimize Feng-Shui; it is always dependent on the owner, the house, the neighborhood, the town and the larger environment.
It is important to maintain the harmony between a given house and its environment.  For example, the exterior color of the house needs to fit in the neighborhood or environment.  A bright red color may not be the best choice for a house in the mountains but it may be perfect for a city residence.  

Trees play an important role in landscaping.  It is good to have a large tree on the southeast side or to the north of the house, but the tree should not block the sunshine into the house and should not be too close to the house.  Bushes need to be trimmed regularly to help the Chi exchanging between the environment and your home.
Position
Position is a major determinant of Feng-Shui for a given property.  There are 64 positions representing various fates, each also taking into account the birthday(s) of the owner(s).   Here we will discuss the four most common directions: East, South, West and North.

East is the position for sunrise, which symbolizes life, energy, spring, wood, growth, youth and morning.  The best to locate on the east side of a house bedrooms (especially children’s bedrooms), foyer, doors, kitchen and windows.  Fresh eastern air in the morning will get the Chi flowing from the outside into the house.  Southeast is a good position for the living room, foyer, front door and children’s bedrooms.  Northeast is good for a study room, garage and storage room.

South symbolizes sunshine, brightness, summer, heat, strength, fire, activeness and Yang.  The best parts of the house to face south are the living room and the front door.  A south-facing house will get plenty of sunshine, not be too cold during the winter and not too hot during the summer.

West symbolizes sunset, fall, gold, harvest, pleasure, maturation and wisdom.  The best rooms located in the west are an in-law room, doors, storage room, study room and foyer.
North symbolizes cold, winter, water, calm, thoughts, reservation and Ying.  It is a preferred position for children’s rooms, doors and garden.  Northwest is good position for the garage and an in-law room.

Shape
Most properties have irregular shapes.  From a Feng-Shui point of view, the front of the property should be narrower than the back of the property.  That means the owner has secure financial plans.  If the front of the land is wider than the back, money could “flow” away from the property.  As shown below, Property A has better Feng Shui than Property B.
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Most houses are irregular as well.  The center of the enclosement needs to be a part of the house as in House C, but not as in House D where the Chi of the house is reversed.  A small extension attached to the main frame of the house is good Feng-Shui, as shown in House E.  
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Neighborhood

Neighborhood is an important Feng-Shui factor to take into consideration for a given property.  For example, according to Feng-Shui you should avoid a multi million dollar-house in a $300K neighborhood.  There would be a strong conflict between the Chi of your home and the Chi of your neighborhood.  If you absolutely want such a house, you should get a Feng-Shui expert to re-design your garden, doors or windows to ease the conflict.  Vice versa, a $300K house in a million-dollar neighborhood does not possess good Feng-Shui.  The neighborhood drains the Chi from such a house and the residents need to be careful with health (physical/mental) issues.  
Another example of acquiring good Feng-Shui is to make sure that the color of your house fits well with the surrounding environment.  A crimson-colored house in a green mountain would affect the reception of Chi from the surrounding nature.  Usually a creamy color (neutral color) fits most neighborhoods.  Black does not easily fit and it can readily reject the Chi from the environment.  Bright colors may work for people with very strong personality.  
Often bad Feng-Shui can be improved with small arrangements.  For example, a house is considered to have bad Feng-Shui if it is located at the end of a T-intersection where it faces a road.  There are ways to counteract this bad Feng-Shui.  In the case of a quiet back road, you can place a mirror with a Ying-Yang sign under your roof or inside the house facing the road.  You may also place a pair of stone lions on both sides of your door, which will enhance the Chi of your home to counteract the Chi from the road.  However, if there is heavy traffic on the road outside your house, a mirror would be too weak to counteract the Chi from the road.  Instead, you should hang a “glass ball” in front of your home to dispense the Chi from the road into the surrounding environment.  Meanwhile, you can put up fences on the property line to guard your Chi (remember, the height of the fences should be carefully controlled not to block the Chi from your neighborhood).  Also, placing a pair of stone turtles or lions on both sides of your front door would help.

Interior

Just like there are no identical people, there are no identical houses.  Each house comes with a “personality” shaped from its exterior and, more importantly, interior design.  The ultimate goal is to achieve balanced Chi and reflect the personality of the owner.  One example of imbalanced Chi is a renovated antique house that comes with a modern interior.  The Chi of the old house conflicts with the new design resulting in an imbalanced Ying-Yang.  The “personality” of a given house needs to be compatible with the personality of the owner.  For example, most owners like neutral colors for the house, which create a soothing and peaceful mood.  However, some owners prefer strong color tones that fit their personality.  There is no right or wrong interior design.  Compatibility is the key.
Mirrors are routinely used in a house as a decoration.  Depending on the exact locations, mirrors may bring you good or bad luck.  Usually living room, hallway and bathrooms are the best places to put mirrors.  Not only do they bring light and energy into the house, but they also make the house look spacious and alive.  A master bedroom is not a good place to hang a mirror on a wall, however the mirror on the armoire is harmless.
Hallways are a big part of interior Feng-Shui.  They can bring either harmony or bad luck to a family.  A hallway spanning across a house such as the two shown below (F and G) would spatially separate a family.  To circumvent this Feng-Shui, it is recommended to add an extra room or a small storage room at the end of the hallway, which can bring the family together.
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There are times buyers walk in a house and instantly find it charming.  If you have recently had such an experience, consider buying the house.  When a person has a strong feeling about the house, most often that means the house and the buyer are a good match.  A home is like a lover.  Of the hundreds on the market only one fits you.  You may never find the perfect one, but if you do, don’t let it go.
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