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(Money Magazine) -- When the 
easy money was flowing, you 
could get a great deal on a mort-
gage from just about anyone. 
But in today's credit-challenged 
world, all the avenues for find-
ing a mortgage come with their 
own set of problems. 
Many banks have tightened 
lending standards and scaled 
back offerings. Some banks are 
no longer working with mort-
gage brokers, who are under fire 
for pushing bad loans during 
the boom. 
And while online lending sites 
hold the promise of one-stop 
shopping, some have developed 
a reputation for playing bait-and
-switch on rates and not fully 
disclosing fees. 
All this adds up to a major 
shopping hassle. If you want to 
get the best rate, you'll need to 
tap at least two of the sources 
below. 
Scour the Web; Shopping for a 

mortgage online has come a 
long way from the days of one-
size-fits-all rate listings. At some 
sites, including Bankrate.com, 
MortgageMarvel.com, and Zil-
low.com, you can now shop 
anonymously and get accurate 
rates. Keep in mind that all 
these sites act as referral ser-
vices, so eventually you'll have 
to close the deal with a bank or 
mortgage broker. 
Best for: If you know what kind 
of loan you're looking for, the 
Web should be your starting 
point; getting a handle on the 
current rates and fees will help 
you know whether you're get-
ting a good rate when you sit 
down with a broker or bank 
officer later on. 
If you're not sure what kind of 
mortgage you need, however, 
you'll want to seek counsel from 
a real person right away. 
What to watch out for: Sites 
that ask for your Social Security 

number and address upfront. 
They might pull your credit 
report, which could hurt your 
score if you don't end up getting 
a mortgage. 
Also make sure that all the fees 
are clearly disclosed on a site's 
rate quote. Otherwise you may 
get a sorry surprise when you 
receive the paperwork from a 
lender. 
How to get the best deal: When 
inputting data into the online 
mortgage tool, don't guessti-
mate your income, your credit 
score, or other key stats. If you 
submit incorrect information, 
you probably won't get the rate 
that you've been quoted. 
Go directly to a bank 
At the height of the credit crisis, 
there seemed to be little point in 
asking a bank for a mortgage. 
But banks are lending these 
days, albeit with some caution. 
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1. The median price for all 

North County home sales ï 

attached and detached ï in-

creased 5.5% in June 2009 

from May 2009, to $364,000. 

a. Detached homes in North 

County increased 4.53 percent, 

from May 2009 to June 2009, 

from $397,000 to $415,000. 

i. Detached home prices OUT-

SIDE North County increased 

3.73% from May 2009 to 

June 2009, from $315,000 to 

$326,750. 

ii. June 2009 median single-

family detached homes in 

North San Diego County fell 

15.31%, from $490,000 in 

June 2008. The median price 

OUTSIDE North County for 

single-family homes fell 

15.13% from the $385,000 a 

year ago. 

iii. The countywide median 

price of homes sold increased 

from $345,750 in May 2009 to 

$360,000 in June 2009 and 

was down 13.88% from the 

June 2008 number. 

b. Attached home prices in 

North County increased during 

June 2009 by 18.06%, from 

$216,000 a month earlier to 

$255,000. 

Read my Real Estate Blog  

Click Logo 

Get Multiple Listings for 

your neighborhood. Keep 

up to date with the value 

of your home. Two 

Choices; Contact me for 

MLS e-mails or go to my 

Keller Williams website. 

Click Logo 
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The Future Is San Marcos Featured Listings  

Control + Click Info for a link 

to full listing of property 

San Marcos Civic Center  

3 Bd. 2.5 Ba  1652 Sq. Ft. Built in 

2001 .73 acre private landscaped 

backyard in Santa Fe Hills 

 

Priceñ$349,900 

Courtesy of Frank Crowley   

 Courtesy  of  Frank Crowley 

I recently covered the city of San 

Marcos but I have become aware 

of several areas of concern that 

show San Marcos is planning on 

being the business and medical 

hub of North County. This will 

effect the real estate within the 

city and should be studied exten-

sively when considering a home 

or investment purchase. 

According to SANDAG and the 

San Marcos Chamber of Com-

merce, San Marcos is the fastest 

growing city by way of population 

and income in North County. 

San Marcos can be considered 

two different housing areas based 

upon the zip codes. San Elijo Hills 

and Discovery Hills (92078) re-

ported a $497,500 median price 

whereas the older sections of the 

city in the 92069 zip code shows a 

median price range of $307ð

$397,000 for single family de-

tached homes. 

The San Marcos Economic Devel-

opment Board  is helping design 

the future.  The City presently has 

4 0  d i f f e r e n t  i n d u s -

trial/business/housing plans being 

developed.  

Windy Point has been constructed 

as a build-to-suit for the Univer-

sity of St. Augustine, a graduate 

physical therapy school which 

opened its doors for classes in San 

Marcos this past January. Addi-

tionally, a planned  University 

Office and Medical Park will offer 

approximately  1 million feet of 

office space, near the Cal. State 

University. Planning in the area 

can be researched by visiting the 

website; University District Task 

Force. 

Also the city is putting in great 

time and effort for the Creekside 

District which will provide a plan 

and use for the 214 acre area of 

the San Marcos Creek  which runs 

from Highway 78 to Discovery 

Street east of San Marcos Boule-

vard.  

Using the university as the central 

location and focus for industrial 

and job growth San Marcos will 

not only maintain its real estate 

prices but may increase more than 

surrounding cities. 

Construction continues on Cal State Sam Marcos.  

Looking towards CSUSM from Barham Rd. near Mission Rd. 
with Sprinter Station and Civic Center in foreground.  

Courtesy of City of San Marcos    

4 Bd 3.5 Ba 2973 Sq. Ft. up-

graded kitchen, covered patio, on 

half acre lot. Built in 2003 

 

Priceñ$510,000 

2 Bd. 2 Ba. 1078 sq. ft. Ranch 

house with upgrades. On the lake 

with 15 acres of land plus ocean 

and mountain views. 

 

Priceñ$995,000 
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