
Mom’s Day Fun Facts 
· Many of the sweaters worn 

by Mr. Rogers on his TV 
show were actually knitted 
by his mother. 

· August is the most popular 
month in which to have a 
baby.�

· In the majority of the world’s 
languages, the word for 
“mother” begins with the 
letter “M”.�
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May Garden Spot 
Tomatoes! Great choices 

for our short summers include: 
all varieties of cherry tomatoes 

and for a medium slicing tomato,  
Early Girl.  If you don’t have a 

garden, grow cherry tomatoes in a con-
tainer. Choose one at least 16” 

deep and wide. You will need to 
water more frequently than those 
planted in the ground. Look for  
Black Cherry, Green Grape, Isis 

Candy, Sun Gold and Sun  
Sugar varieties. 

First Time Homebuyers 

Real Estate  
Investor Seminar 

May 19 and June 16—6pm 
This seminar reveals proven models to help 
you build a real estate investment portfolio. 

 
For information and to register for this FREE event, call 

Katy Stansifer at 360.584.6543. 

Compliments of Katy Stansifer, REALTOR® 
Keller Williams Olympia—360.584.6543 

A newsletter of real estate info, trivia, fun facts and more! 
May 2009 

Email:  Katys@kw.com 
www.KatyStansifer.com 
 1217 Cooper Point Rd. SW, Ste. 5—Olympia, WA 98502 
 

     Katy Stansifer 
360.584.6543 MLSA 

Interest Rates & Monthly Mortgage Payments 
The Federal Reserve illustrated that, even with the federal funds rate at nearly zero it still had more tricks to pull 
out of its hat by taking unprecedented steps toward mortgage lending and the housing market. Along with a pur-
chase of $300 billion in treasury securities, the Fed promised an additional $750 billion on top of the $500 billion 

it has already committed to purchase mortgage-backed securities. When 
the Fed announced they would purchase these securities a few months 
ago, interest rates fell by 1%. After the most recent announcement, rates 
fell by nearly a quarter of a percent from 5.03% on March 12, to 4.78$ on 
April 2. Some banks are extending loans at 4.5%. 
 
Estimated Payment on $200,000 Mortgage 
(Monthly payment = Principal and interest portion only) 
 

Thurston County  
Market Statistics 

Active 5/1/09:                       1,579 
Sold April 09:                          175 
Absorption Rate in Months:        9 
Avg. Days on Market*             100 
For a professional interpretation of these 
statistics or for information on your area, 
please call Katy Stansifer, 360.584.6543. 
Information gathered from the Northwest 
Multiple Listing Service. 
* Resale homes. 

What’s the value of your home? Call me for a free,  
no obligation market analysis. 

360.584.6543 

Expanded Tax Break Available for 1st 
Time Home Buyers! 
Buyers who qualify for the IRS first time-
homebuyer credit and purchase a home be-
fore Dec.1 have a special option available for 
claiming the tax credit on either 2008 OR 
2009 tax returns.  This  feature can put 
money in your pocket right now rather than 
waiting another year to claim the tax credit.  
This important change gives qualified home-
buyers cash they do not have to pay back, 
provided the home is their main residence 
for 36 months after the purchase date.  They 
can claim 10% of the purchase price up to 

$8000 or $4000 for married individuals fil-
ing separately. The amount of the credit be-
gins to phase out for taxpayers whose ad-
justed gross income is more that $75,000 or 
$150,000 for joints filers.  For purposes of 
the credit, you are considered to be a first-
time homebuyer if you (and/or your spouse 
if you are married), did not own a home dur-
ing the three-year period ending on the date 
of purchase.  For more info., go to: 

www.federalhousingtaxcredit.com 
To download a copy of the amended 2008 
tax return go to IRS.gov and look at Form 
1040X. 

Interest  Monthly  

8.5% $1,538 

6.5% $1,264 

4.5% $1,013 
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Did you know… 
Keller Williams is now the third largest real estate company in North America. 

We have over 660 offices in the US and Canada and with over 77,000 partner/agents working together!  
 

J.D. Power & Associates Reports:  Among home buyers, Keller Williams ranks highest in customer satisfaction 
with real estate companies in their July 2008 Home Buyer/Seller Study. 

 
So, who do you know that is ready for a move?  Your referrals are the lifeblood of my business.  Questions?  

Call me! 
360.584.6543 

$Katy’s Best Buys$               
360.584.6543 

Best Buy 
$239,900 
4 Bedrooms, 2-1/2 Baths, 2259 sq. ft. 
Cottage gardens are a mass of perennial and ever-
green shrubs. Enjoy room for everyone in this home 
with ideal den, home office or extended living space 
with separate entrance over 3-stall garage.  
MLS#28176107. 

ATTENTION FIRST TIME HOME BUYERS! 
 

 One of the most challenging obstacles to buying your first home is saving enough money for the 
down payment and closing costs.  The federal and state governments recognize this and have developed 
an array of first time home buyer programs with down payment assistance.  A first time homebuyer is 
defined as someone who has not owned and occupied a primary residence at any time in the past three 
years. 
 The Washington State Housing Finance Commission (WSHFC) has two programs to help low 

and moderate-income first time homebuyers with their first mortgage:  House Key State Bond Program and the Express Loan 
Program (these programs take advantage of both FHA and conventional loans).  In addition they have 2nd mortgage programs 
to assist with down payment and closing costs. 
 The House Key State Bond program features at market or below-market interest rates.      
 
Keller Williams will be presenting WSHFC First Time Home Buyers class with Nona Woodard of Eagle Home 

Mortgage on 6/2, 7/11 and 8/8.  For more information on how you may benefit, call Nona Woodard 
360.789.4773. 

Nona Woodard, Sr. Home Loan Consultant—Eagle Home Mortgage—3825 Martin Way E, Ste 104, Olympia 

Investment Opportunity 
$197,500 
2 Bedrooms, 1 Bath, 1192 sq. ft. 
Contemporary home, located one block off Boule-
vard Rd.  Two bonus rooms, one with closet. Hard-
wood floor under carpet in living area, double pane 
windows, insulated walls. One car garage with large 
shop area, carport and fenced yard. MLS#29058341 


