Before and after photos of staged homes

These pictures tell the story: In the hands of professional stagers, homes go from downright dowdy to updated and inviting. 

 

	


	


Before and after photos of staged homes

Before: A dining room in hiding
 

This homeowner had turned the dining room into a home office. "This was the first thing you saw when you walked in the house. And that's not what you want to see," says Barie Pinnell, certified master stager and president of WRE Interiors in Dallas.  "It's not a 'welcome home' feeling, to be greeted by an office." Further, the home was advertised as having a dining room, so not showing the room set up that way is a big mistake, says Pinnell.
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Before and after photos of staged homes

After: A dining room in all its glory 
 

"We transformed the room back into a formal dining room," says Barie Pinnell, who staged the home. Because the homeowner didn't have formal dining furniture, a dining room table was brought in, as were accessories. Pinnell placed the table at an angle to draw would-be home buyers in. This also makes the room feel spacious, and plenty big for their bigger table. The room has been thoroughly decluttered, and just a few well-placed accessories remain to catch the eye. Also, the dated border wallpaper has been removed by the homeowner and the room repainted.
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Before and after photos of staged homes

Before: Make your bed, superhero  

 

Besides being messy, this master bedroom had a superhero theme, which would not appeal to many home buyers. Potential buyers need to picture themselves in an adult atmosphere. The room looks very lived in -- unappealingly cluttered with personal effects and clothing.
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Before and after photos of staged homes

After: A room for grown-ups
 

The room was cleaned and decluttered and the rug shampooed. The dresser and bed were retained, but the room was given a new, neutral theme that would appeal to more buyers. Some money was also spent on new bedding, curtains and accessories to enhance the room.
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Before and after photos of staged homes

Before: Chaos reigns
 

The entire scene is too busy and implies a chaotic life -- and lots of work for future homeowners. Kitchen carpeting is also unpopular. The counters are too crowded, and personal effects such as children's drawings are everywhere. The entire room needed to be decluttered, depersonalized, pre-packed and professionally cleaned.
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Before and after photos of staged homes

After: Clean and bright
 

Carpet in the kitchen was replaced with new flooring, and the room was professionally cleaned. Curtains have been pushed back to allow more sunlight to shine. A few accessories are left on the table and counter. Ideally, some staging professionals say, the wallpaper would come down, since wallpaper is a personal choice. 
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Before and after photos of staged homes

Before: Crammed full
 

Buyers want storage. But this closet, packed to the gills, gives the impression that the house doesn't have enough room for the homeowners' stuff -- and by implication, the would-be buyer's stuff. 
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Before and after photos of staged homes

After: Room to breathe
 

The impression of space is crucial. A homeowner can show how much room is in the closets by removing all but a few articles of clothing. Clearing out the bottom of closets is important, too. Some stagers advise removing almost everything from a closet, and just leaving a decorative hanger or two.
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Before and after photos of staged homes

Before: Uninviting
 

This room, with its stone fireplace, has nice possibilities, yet feels empty and uninviting, and the colors don’t particularly match. 
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Before and after photos of staged homes

After: Warm, updated
 

The room was staged by replacing the dated furniture and adding specific accessories -- a coffee table is always a must. The fireplace was kept the focal point of the room. Knickknacks were removed from the mantel, and a single elegant painting put in their place. A healthy green plant helps brighten the room, too -- stagers say it brings the outside in. 
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Before and after photos of staged homes

Before: No focal point
 

This room has too much going on. It's also darker than it needs to be, and it looks cramped. Also, there's stuff on the floor and stuff under the coffee table. 
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Before and after photos of staged homes

After: Featuring the fireplace
 

This staging involved removing clutter; removing about half the books, furniture and other material in this room actually made it much more handsome. Note how airy and bright the room looks with the curtains open. Also, the chairs have been pulled back to emphasize the fireplace as the room's focal point. But this photo also shows how excellent photography really helps to make a staged room look even better, which is key now that so many people hunt for houses online. 

Before and after photos of staged homes

These pictures tell the story: In the hands of professional stagers, homes go from downright dowdy to updated and inviting. 

 

	[image: image12.jpg]





	


Before and after photos of staged homes

Before: Gaudy, awful
 

This immaculate home wasn't selling, and the sellers and stagers didn't know why -- until they saw this master bath. Green marble in small doses is beautiful. And Victorian wallpaper can be an excellent accent. But both together?! The space looks jumbled and vulgar, and the buyer can't tell what size the space really is.
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Before and after photos of staged homes

After: A $3,500 face-lift
 

You might think a major renovation was done. It wasn't. The green marble tub and countertop were resurfaced, and a painter painted directly over the wallpaper. What could have easily turned into a $20,000 project was approximately a $3,500 investment. Afterward, the home sold in one-third of the time it had previously been on the market.
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Before and after photos of staged homes

Before: Dark and distracting
 

In the library of this high-end home, there are so many rugs and power cords that you can't even tell where the floor is. Bookshelves are overflowing. A visitor's eye jumps around, which distracts the buyer from focusing on the house: "Buyers will look at everything; they're nosy," says Barie Pinnell, a certified master stager. The wall has a random assortment of stuff, including a piece of paper tacked to it. Also, it's dark in here.
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Before and after photos of staged homes

After: Brightened and simplified
 

A good portion of the homeowners' belongings were packed up for staging, but Pinnell kept the desk, the rug and the chair. Some of the matching books were kept in a bookcase, and three pieces of art were chosen to draw the buyer's attention into the room. The floor space was accented with a centered rug. A green plant brings the outside inside. Note the open blinds. 
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Before and after photos of staged homes

Before: Where are the counters?
 

In the kitchen, counter space sells. But this galley-style kitchen looks too busy, says stager Barie Pinnell. Appliances are left out. There's a hodgepodge of dishes in the glass-front cabinets. The desk is a mess. Also, knives are left, which can be dangerous. (A Texas real-estate agent was once fatally stabbed in a house with a kitchen knife.)  
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Before and after photos of staged homes

After: A sense of spaciousness
 

The kitchen was staged using a majority of the homeowners' belongings, and a few accessories brought in. A buyer's eye now travels more easily through the space, with occasional pops of color such as the blue bottles or fruit in a basket. The glass-front cabinets were cleared out, then re-accessorized with a fraction of the dishware, to emphasize the amount of space in them. The desk is clear, to give a sense of a viable workspace. And notice how almost no item -- the bread, the canisters -- is shoved back against the walls. Instead, they're pulled out a few inches. Doing so allows the eye to travel around the objects and gives a sense of spaciousness.

