Ready,
sell your home

by Jennifer Garrett

asthe ar catlage, bi-level or bun-
' gnfow, haciesda oo bumhble

abode, ® house 18 more then o
foundation with foar wallz and 2 mof I
is & recrenl, @ haven, o hoss.

That's why selling housss 1= diffscull,
seeofding 1o Mary Jane Bruommer, & real-
wr with Stark in Madison. “Homes ane
ematicmal apais,” Brummer says. “When
it comes time o sebl, the ouse becomes
2 praduct for sale. | think a lot of people
huve o hard time thinking of tleir home
4% & praduct.”

Yot sglling real estate hoils down o a
busipesa iragsaction, and every seller

set,

WAl 0 et the best price in o reasonabls
amaant of ome. That™s always possible,
scoording 1o Brommer, a8 long as the
houss @5 priced fuirly and ready 10 show.

Market nesessmends and 4 ligle ohjec-
tivity can belp sellers determilse dan azk
amount. but that's the easy parm aceord-
mg W Brmmmer. Whipping your boese
ine ehinpe takes a lon of elbow grease. ]
dan't think sellers realize whal a job i
5" she szys.

As-special as it B g vos), voar hdmm
5 just 2 “propery” D 3 prospective
buyer, simply another MLS number in
ifzlr price renge. Getting peogle o inke
& closer look ig the very first burdle. 44
lot of pecplé laugh a1t the Erm C‘curk
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appeal”,” Brummer sgys, "bai §i's crid-
cal”

Tenn Armendaniz-Farr, a realior with
Firsl Weber in Madizon, apress.
"Somehedy's wsunlly goitg 1o drive by
the house firse,” she says, bl 1f the exte-
rior is in bad shape “they just keep on
dreiving. Yoar hawse might be beautiful
om the Inslde, bul people never see it™

Brummer stresscs that the key to sell-
ing omy home s @ pood fir impression
on the mside apd om T powerful
sluff, that first viewing.” she save. “Once
buyers see ibe first pegative, (U's hard for
them 14 ook at the positives.”

The bos way 1o acceniuate the posi-
tive is i moke sure the bowse is squeaky
clean and clutier-free. Brimmes says that
a clean omd iidy hease, more ibsn any-
thing else, will fecch the best price in the
least amoant of time. Reflectve mifaces
like windiows. appliances and light fix-
tpres shiould sparkie. Walls should he
freshily painted, Carpers should be sham-
puooead.

Freparing far shrwings is the hardess
parl acconting to Mount Horeh's Suoe
Mckay, who recertly sold her Barreveld
home, Mekay savs there were times
when she'd prowdly faunt ber freshly
polished home &o her realwsn Inglead of
being impressed, be wonld polot owt
thirigs che missed. T weald chink 1 had
&ll the cabwebs and he'd find ooz mors”

Brummer ard Armerdoriz-Kerr besh
recommsend wpping off the clesning
frenzy with a “ariff 12517 b0 clear the air
A bose ready Tor the murkea will ok
and smell fresh, bor ped odors, clgarsie
ensakie amd even same food aromas can
el trapped in carpet fibers 2nd fumiiene,
Sellers prow used fo the smells and don's
gl itice tham,

An honest friend can tp you off 1o
what your nose won't potlee. There s



pood  products gvailable wo meatralize
many baussehold odors, but Brommer
WA agRinst frying o cover them up
with perfumes, sprays or poipourd,
“Right away the re<l Mag goes up and the
byer ks the setler is trying o hide
semething”

Chances areg, you won't be able 1w
hide anpifing, Prospective buyers - ane
unfike zny guesis you've ever hmd They
will open the refrigerntar, peer into the
ovgn, peek under the bed and survey fhe
medigine caldinet. Nothing is off limits.

Even the skelesons In the closst
should ped 0 gond coce-cover. Kichen
caldnets, atics and basements, oo, need
10 be arganized. I yoo dom’t have the
Teiewe i desire ta do B hine someane”
says Bruminer. “IUs critical. Buyers will
focws o0 the gl rather than the spaca™

Mally Myers of Middbeion agress the
the sellers’ possessions cum distract
potential buyers. Myers’ company In
Heane Designg provides imierior armange-
menl. relocalion services and real esinie
staging. Sk telis clanis o remove snap-
shots from the fidge and family phatos
from the mantle, Pers, oo, shooll be
wihisked b o neighher and children 1o b
200, Kitchen and bathroeams couneniops
ghiuld be cleared and closet contends
e dowin

She calls the process “editing.” and
says the poal is o enalde tse buyers i
imagine themge|ves happy and healily in
e bome. That's whiy things like medi-
cine bolles are removed from view,
“Theey coull give the impression thei
there 15 sickness in the bome, even if it is
st wikaming.” PMyers explains. YIs
hugely peyohobogical ™

Myers adde that buyers shaply have a
hard time ervisiaming the potential of o
Irene. “We all know when we are walk-
Ing thougl bouses that, ves, we can nke
i thal dabed wallpaper” she says,
Uhait 1 18 poing tr come down, the sell-
er might as wall do ™

It's true, mest buyers anen’t craey
about red shag carpeting or avecado
preem applinnees, but having on alder or
well-worn bruse doesn’l mesn your
homes weon't seldl. ALl B means, sccording
io Brusner asnd Armendariz-Fesr. is that
thee price eheuld meflecs s mosd for
renzodeling,

In fact, Brummer discourages sellers

from investing a lob in updacing, A com
af good quality paint on cabingts ¢an
really freshen up a kicchen without msch
wxpente. Warn carpeling con be remowsd
o peveald hard woed Oeors. Buyers know
that they mipht have o forgive difering
insle.

They are, however, much less likely
tr cverlosk disrepoir, Armendariz-Ker
recommends fixing leaks or cmcks
before selling.. but acknowliedgss that
simagiaral problens won't olways swand
in the way of o gele. “Price can be very
forgiving.” she says, "kt if you want o
mazimise the amounl vouo get far yaur
lnoikse, voin want it o zppesr thai you've
cared for your beos"

IF you've cared for your house, Myers
ey, It will shonw, Bur if you'd like a spe-
cial teuch t set your homss aperl, Mvers
recommends chezry  flowers Tor the
kitchen or a lingering arama of freshly
hiaked apple pie. She says the Little floar-
aghes help Buyers feel welcome and com-
fartahbe, but warns they won't make up
far majes ghoreomings, [0 things are
shoddily dane, that's golng 10 be discov-
ered. You can’t pull fthe wonl aver peo-

e Eyes”™

Mor should you need w, “IF yoe're
louse i ready @ go and priced right, it
should sell within the Tirst three weeks
no probism,” savs Brammer “Theoe an:
@ bt of Buvers pul there"

Jernifer Gorredr (s a
Madizon-hoved  frees
dawmce wriler
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Amica Insurance Revisits the Home Buyer's Fair
Spring & in the air and =0 is the Homse Buyer's Fair on Saturday, Apdi 37,

Erin Mursan, Amica (rsurence’s Dane Cownty Represeniative, will be af the Fair
again Lhis year, “I'm excited tohave the opporunity to meet curend Amica
palicyhaléers and infroduce new people o Amicd's Insurnce praducts and

Erin will b2 moee than happy to disouss Beurance issees with you at the show,
For example, does your home have Replacement Cost? Do vou have Replacement
Cost on yaur perdoaal progerty? Do you know a8l insurance polities have 2 imilt

Wi ifndle you ba visi Erin ot the Home Buyer's Fair In Booth numbers g3 and 4.
The Fair will e held on Satunday, April 27, at the Alant Energy Ceriter.

IFyots din't have a charce to stop by the Falr, wou can call Erin at 1-87p-278-0739
arwisit Amica’s Web site af ww.amloa.com.
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