Moving Checklist
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Before The Move

8 Weeks Prior to the Move

___   Reserve a moving truck/moving company

___   Arrange for serviceman to get appliances ready for move

___   Draw a floor plan for your new home.  This will help you decide what furniture you’ll take with you and what you need to sell or give away

___   Contact the Chamber of Commerce of your new location and get information about your new hometown

___   Apartment Dwellers ~ reserve elevators for moving day

___   Return borrowed items/Return library books

___   Gather items borrowed from you

___   Obtain medical, dental, and veterinarian records and transfer prescriptions if moving to a new community

7 Weeks Prior to the Move
___   Inventory all your possessions and determine what can be sold and what can be given away

___   Notify school/day care of move and arrange to transfer your children’s school records

___   Locate new school or day care and enroll

___   Contact your accountant about tax deductible moving expenses - and keep good records

5 Weeks Prior to the Move
___   File a change of address with: Post Office, Credit Card Companies, Insurance Companies, Bank/Credit Union, Employer, Magazines/ Newspaper Subscriptions, Clubs/Memberships, Friends/Relatives

___   If needed, arrange for storage

___   If moving yourself, figure out how many boxes you may need - don’t forget to figure in those non-boxable items you’ll be moving and how much space they’ll take up. You may need to contact the rental company and adjust the size of moving van you’ll be renting and they may have tips on calculating space

___   Clean or repair any furniture, curtains, appliances, holes in wall, etc.

3 Weeks Prior to the Move
___   Get moving supplies:  boxes ( plan on more than you think you’ll need), furniture pads, dolly, packing tape, bubble wrap, box labels, crumpled newspapers, scissors, utility knife, and markers

___   Begin with packing items you won’t need right away.  Be sure not to “over pack” a box so that it’s too heavy to lift or may not stay together

___   Cancel services and utilities at your current location and set them up at your new location: Telephone, Cable Television, Water, Gas/Fuel, Electric, Water Softener/Salt Delivery, Laundry/Diaper Service, Newspaper, Lawn Service/ Snow Plowing Service, Home Security, and Garbage Collection

2 Weeks Prior to the Move
___   Arrange to transfer all of your bank accounts to a new branch

___   Transfer veterinarians and make arrangements to transfer pets as necessary

___   Make arrangements for care of children and pets on moving day

___   Make arrangements for transportation of live plants

___
Call current mortgage company(s) and stop auto payment if applicable

Moving Week
___   Clean your current home and don’t forget the oven and refrigerator

___   Set aside valuables, important papers, etc for you to take with you so you can find them quickly

___   Assemble a moving kit to take to the new house: hammer, nails, pliers, tape, tape measure, flashlight, rags, scissors, cups, paper plates, towels, toilet paper, snacks, portable beverages, soap, pen & paper, trash bags, sponge, first aid kit and shelf liner

___   Pack a small bag with toiletries, medications and a few days of clothing

___   Leave out manuals for appliances and mechanicals for new owners/renters

After the Move
___  Get new licenses for drivers and pets

___  Register to vote

___  Locate new doctor and dentist

___  Open new bank accounts

 Things to Consider If You Have Kids
Before and During the Move
1. Take the kids along on house hunting trips, or ate last bring back pictures of houses you looked at.  This can build excitement about the prospect of a new house and involves them in the process, instead of keeping it a mystery.

2. Discuss the move as a family on regular basis.  Let the kids communicate their feelings, questions and concerns without interruption, then address them.  Tell them what is going on and make decisions as a family.

3. Give yourself plenty of time to prepare for the move (see checklist above). Post the checklist in the kitchen where the kids can check off each milestone as it happens.

4. Allow the kids to be involved with the moving preparation by giving them their own tasks, such as boxing up their toys, sorting through their clothes and labeling boxes with their new address.

5. Make a point to visit your children’s friends to say good-bye.  Consider having a going away party where your children can exchange addresses, phone numbers or email addresses.  Make a scrapbook of their favorite people and places in the neighborhood they will be leaving.

After the Move
1. Explore your new neighborhood and/or city together.  Take a family outing to discover fun parks, restaurants, the school and other areas where they will be spending time.  Make a map with all the kids favorite spots marked on it.

2. Encourage communication with old friends in writing letters, emails or making phone calls.  This is healthy and eases the pain of a transition.

3. Quickly enroll the kids in sports and activities that are similar to those they were involved with in their old neighborhood or city.
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