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As realtors, Jack and Sandi Fal k know pl enty about
hel ping a client find a dream hone. Recently, though, the
term “dream home” has taken on a whol e new neaning for the
couple, who recently conpleted a trip that to East Baton
Rouge, Louisiana, to help build new honmes for forner New
Ol eans residents displaced by Hurricane Katrina.

For their efforts in Louisiana and their previous work
to bring nmedical care to farmworkers in Mexico, the Falks
recently received a humanitarian award fromthe Roseville
Sunrise Lions O ub.

The Fal ks’ decision to go to Louisiana to help
hurricane victinms stemed fromthe frustration the couple
felt as they watched tel evision footage of the stormand its
aftermat h.

“When Katrina hit, Sandi and I wanted to help inmediately,”
Jack recalled. “W wanted to be there in person and show
them that America cares about them”

Showi ng they care, the Fal ks boarded an airplane this My
and flew, at their own expense, to Louisiana, where they
hel ped a group from Habitat for Humanity, the international
nonprofit ecunenical Christian housing mnistry that builds
| ow- cost homes for famlies that need shelter

The Fal ks spent a week hel ping build 14 honmes in one
East Bat on Rouge nei ghbor hood, spending nost of their tine
working with other realtors and | enders from across the
country on solid, if not fancy, houses for hurricane
victinms. Much of the work took place in |ess than ideal
weat her.

“I't was hot and humd and it rained about daily,” Falk
said. Wrking in a new y-created subdivision, the crew
nmet hodi cally built one-story hones with three bedroons, one
and a hal f bathroons, and a carport.

“The homes were all pretty standardi zed, and we had a
ot of help,” Falk said. “All of the concrete slabs were
al ready poured when we arrived, and all the |andscaping,
pl unbi ng, and HVAC (heating, ventilation, and air
condi tioning) work was done by professionals.”



For Fal k, the | ooks on the faces of the people getting
new homes was the best, npbst nenorable part of the trinp.

“All the people were really nice and so appreciative,”
he said. “Sandi said she'|ll never forget seeing the joy in
t he peoples’ faces. W let them know that strangers care
about them and want to help them?”

The trip to Louisiana this June was not the first tine

t he Fal ks have
spent their own noney traveling to aid people in need; the
couple also has traveled to Mexico to help build nmedica
clinics for farmworkers. Jack sees sone simlarities
between the trips.

“I'n both cases, we were able to give back and give
hope, and we were able to make an immedi ate difference in
soneone’s life,” he said. “Also, in both cases, we left
realizing there was lots nore work to do there.”
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SANDI FALK not only sells hones, she builds them Here she
cuts drywall for the interior of the Habitat for Humanity
honmes in East Baton Rouge, La.



JACK FALK bal ances on a | adder to nail particleboard around
the exterior of a Habitat for Humanity hone. Jack and Sandi
Falk left their real estate business in Folsomto help build
homes for victins of Hurricane Katrina.

FARM WORKERS LINE UP for care at the new clinic in Mxico.
The Fal ks were there in Novenber 2005 assisting with eye
exans. The trip took two days by private plane. Mst the
pilots were doctors.



