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As r eal t or s,  Jack and Sandi  Fal k know pl ent y about  

hel pi ng a c l i ent  f i nd a dr eam home.  Recent l y,  t hough,  t he 
t er m “ dr eam home”  has t aken on a whol e new meani ng f or  t he 
coupl e,  who r ecent l y compl et ed a t r i p t hat  t o East  Bat on 
Rouge,  Loui s i ana,  t o hel p bui l d new homes f or  f or mer  New 
Or l eans r esi dent s di spl aced by Hur r i cane Kat r i na.   

For  t hei r  ef f or t s i n Loui s i ana and t hei r  pr evi ous wor k 
t o br i ng medi cal  car e t o f ar m wor ker s i n Mexi co,  t he Fal ks 
r ecent l y r ecei ved a humani t ar i an awar d f r om t he Rosevi l l e 
Sunr i se Li ons Cl ub.   

The Fal ks’  deci s i on t o go t o Loui s i ana t o hel p 
hur r i cane vi ct i ms st emmed f r om t he f r ust r at i on t he coupl e 
f el t  as t hey wat ched t el evi s i on f oot age of  t he st or m and i t s 
af t er mat h.   
“ When Kat r i na hi t ,  Sandi  and I  want ed t o hel p i mmedi at el y, ”  
Jack r ecal l ed.  “ We want ed t o be t her e i n per son and show 
t hem t hat  Amer i ca car es about  t hem. ”   
Showi ng t hey car e,  t he Fal ks boar ded an ai r pl ane t hi s May 
and f l ew,  at  t hei r  own expense,  t o Loui s i ana,  wher e t hey 
hel ped a gr oup f r om Habi t at  f or  Humani t y,  t he i nt er nat i onal  
nonpr of i t  ecumeni cal  Chr i st i an housi ng mi ni st r y t hat  bui l ds 
l ow- cost  homes f or  f ami l i es t hat  need shel t er .  

The Fal ks spent  a week hel pi ng bui l d 14 homes i n one 
East  Bat on Rouge nei ghbor hood,  spendi ng most  of  t hei r  t i me 
wor ki ng wi t h ot her  r eal t or s and l ender s f r om acr oss t he 
count r y on sol i d,  i f  not  f ancy,  houses f or  hur r i cane 
vi ct i ms.  Much of  t he wor k t ook pl ace i n l ess t han i deal  
weat her .  

“ I t  was hot  and humi d and i t  r ai ned about  dai l y , ”  Fal k 
sai d.  Wor ki ng i n a newl y- cr eat ed subdi v i s i on,  t he cr ew 
met hodi cal l y  bui l t  one- st or y homes wi t h t hr ee bedr ooms,  one 
and a hal f  bat hr ooms,  and a car por t .  

“ The homes wer e al l  pr et t y st andar di zed,  and we had a 
l ot  of  hel p, ”  Fal k sai d.  “ Al l  of  t he concr et e s l abs wer e 
al r eady pour ed when we ar r i ved,  and al l  t he l andscapi ng,  
pl umbi ng,  and HVAC ( heat i ng,  vent i l at i on,  and ai r  
condi t i oni ng)  wor k was done by pr of essi onal s. ”   



For  Fal k,  t he l ooks on t he f aces of  t he peopl e get t i ng 
new homes was t he best ,  most  memor abl e par t  of  t he t r i p.   

“ Al l  t he peopl e wer e r eal l y ni ce and so appr eci at i ve, ”  
he sai d.  “ Sandi  sai d she’ l l  never  f or get  seei ng t he j oy i n 
t he peopl es’  f aces.  We l et  t hem know t hat  st r anger s car e 
about  t hem and want  t o hel p t hem. ”   

The t r i p t o Loui s i ana t hi s June was not  t he f i r st  t i me 
t he Fal ks have  

spent  t hei r  own money t r avel i ng t o ai d peopl e i n need;  t he 
coupl e al so has t r avel ed t o Mexi co t o hel p bui l d medi cal  
c l i ni cs f or  f ar m wor ker s.  Jack sees some si mi l ar i t i es 
bet ween t he t r i ps.  

“ I n bot h cases,  we wer e abl e t o gi ve back and gi ve 
hope,  and we wer e abl e t o make an i mmedi at e di f f er ence i n 
someone’ s l i f e, ”  he sai d.  “ Al so,  i n bot h cases,  we l ef t  
r eal i z i ng t her e was l ot s mor e wor k t o do t her e. ”  
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SANDI  FALK not  onl y sel l s  homes,  she bui l ds t hem.  Her e she 
cut s dr ywal l  f or  t he i nt er i or  of  t he Habi t at  f or  Humani t y 
homes i n East  Bat on Rouge,  La.  
 



 
JACK FALK bal ances on a l adder  t o nai l  par t i c l eboar d ar ound 
t he ext er i or  of  a Habi t at  f or  Humani t y home.  Jack and Sandi  
Fal k l ef t  t hei r  r eal  est at e busi ness i n Fol som t o hel p bui l d 
homes f or  v i ct i ms of  Hur r i cane Kat r i na.  

 

 
FARM WORKERS LI NE UP f or  car e at  t he new cl i ni c i n Mexi co.  
The Fal ks wer e t her e i n November  2005 assi st i ng wi t h eye 
exams.  The t r i p t ook t wo days by pr i vat e pl ane.  Most  t he 
pi l ot s wer e doct or s.  

 
 

 
 


