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Tommy Thompson now offering new
custom tailored real estate services!

Real Estate Review - A Client Supplemental Service Offered By Tommy Thompson - Keller Williams Realty 972-599-7000

Tips for Your Family's Summer Outdoor Safety

Plano, TX
Helping Your Garden
Beat the Heat

The landscape that surrounds
your home could possibly be one
of the biggest investments made
to improve its appearance,
especially if  professionally
plotted and planted. There is a
lot you can do to protect that
valuable investment from the searing sun and soaring
temperatures that the summer months will ultimately
bring.

If you are starting to plan a landscape project, begin
by choosing plants that work best in your particular
climate. Although most local nurseries will stock plants
that are hardy in your climate, you may have to refer to
a climate zone map to find out which trees, flowers and
shrubs work best. A climate zone map divides the
country into several zones, linking areas with similar
climates. Be sure to choose only those varieties that
grow best in your area and remember to take into
consideration the sun and shade exposure of your
property.

While some plants have a natural ability to tolerate
the heat, even established landscapes with hardy plants
can suffer without proper care and maintenance.
Watching for warning signs, like wilting, dull or curling
leaves or flowers and shriveling buds, can save a plant
from succumbing to the elements.

If plants wilt regularly in hot weather, create shade
in your garden by planting trees or shrubs or by adding
structures that provide coverage. Add organic matter
such as compost, manure or grass clippings to soil,
especially in dry shade areas, to help retain moisture.
Water plants thoroughly in the morning hours to reduce
evaporation and since plants under stress use fertilizer
less frequently, limit the amount of fertilizer or apply a
slow-release granular variety.

Custom Real Estate Services
Now Available

Tommy Thompson, is one of those special people
who always has their eyes open hoping to find a more
personal way to do most everything.

For the past few months Tommy Thompson has
been designing a unique new service that already has a
lot of local homeowners talking. Like most great ideas,
Custom-Tailored real estate services is not a particularly
complicated concept but, with a client base as big as
Tommy Thompson's without today’s technology it
wouldn’t be possible.

It works like this—by completing a quick profile
(on the reverse side of this tabloid) you can design what
kind of information and services you’d like Tommy
Thompson to provide and eliminate those things you’re
not really interested in. The great thing is, once Tommy
Thompson is providing you with the exact services you
want, you can pretty much hang-up on all those
unwanted calls and solicitations from agents because
Tommy Thompson will know your “account” better than
anyone in the area. Tommy Thompson will actually
become your own “personal” real estate agent.

The selections offer a wide range of interests, from
real estate statistics taken on a national basis for people
who like to know what’s going on with the economy, to
something as useful as having Tommy Thompson
provide you with specific “how-to” information on
things that can make your own home more valuable,
saleable or livable.

Tommy Thompson sees this custom-service option
as a real time saver and even provides options for how
you would like to receive services, in-person, by mail,
email or by telephone periodically. Whatever it is you
prefer, Tommy Thompson can design ongoing services
for you.

Watch Out! Poisonous Plants!

Believe it or not, poisonous plants are
everywhere. Their lush leaves and bright berries can
be deceptively dangerous and even deadly.

Homeowners need to pay special attention if
animals or small children frequent their yards. Most
plant exposures result in only minor, if any, toxicity.
However, poisonous plants, household cleaners and
medicines are the three most common causes of
accidental poisoning in children under five years of
age. It is important to be aware of your surroundings
and be PLANT SMART.

Here is a list of North American poisonous and
toxic plants. Being aware is the first step. Should an
animal or small child consume one of these plants,
contact the local Poison Control.
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Know the plants in your area, home and yard.
Label all potted plants. Make a sketch of your yard,
labeling the names of all plants, trees and bushes.
Keep plants, seeds, berries and bulbs stored safely
away from children and pets. Teach your children at
an early age to keep plants, berries, flowers or
mushrooms out of their mouths. Do not eat wild
plants. Heating and cooking do not always destroy
plant poisons. Remove all mushrooms from your
yard. Do not allow children to suck on flowers or to
make ‘tea’ with plants or flowers. Never chew on
jewelry made from seeds or beans. Do not make “hot
dog roasting” sticks or toys from unknown trees.
Avoid smoke from burning plants unless you know
their exact identification. Be especially cautious after
spraying the yard or flower beds with a pesticide.

Remember That No Plant
is Completely Safe!

Plants that are safe for animals or birds can be
poisonous to humans. If you see a plant or berry
being eaten by an animal, this does not mean that
plant is safe for people to eat. Birds safely eat poke
and mistletoe berries, but these berries can be very
dangerous if consumed by a human being.

If you are exposed to a poisonous plant make sure
you have a piece of the plant. If the item was in your
mouth, rinse your mouth out with water or wipe with a
wet cloth. Check for soreness, redness, irritation,
swelling or discoloration. Check if it is difficult to sip
water. Go immediately to the Poison Control Center
and bring the item in question with you.

If the item came in contact with the skin, remove
all contaminated clothing and wash the skin well with
soap and water.

If the item came in contact with the eye, wash
hands with soap and water and rinse the eye well with
lukewarm water for 15 minutes.

The most important thing you need to do in any
instance is to remember to call the Poison Control
Center if you’re not sure! In our area you can contact
«VARIABLE 01» for emergency poison problems,
don’t be embarrassed that it’s 3 =
something  minor, these
professionals would much
rather you be safe than sorry.
Call!

On the Home Front

with Tommy Thompson

First Aid for Poisoning

Most poisonings are preventable and every effort
should be made to poison-proof your home. However,
if someone in your home is exposed to a poison, the
following information is intended to help you do the
right thing as quickly as possible.

Keep Calm — act quickly. Action is the most
important factor in first-aid, if you should suspect
poisoning, take action.

But, before you call for help —

Poisonous Fumes or Gases
Immediately carry or drag the person to fresh air.
Minimize your exposure to the fumes. If the victim is
not breathing, start artificial respiration immediately
and continue it until the victim is breathing or help
arrives. Send someone for help as quickly as possible.

Poisons On the Skin

Brush off any dry poisons and flood the involved
parts with large amounts of plain water. Then wash the
skin with bar soap and water and rinse. Remove and
discard all affected clothing.

Poison in the Eye

Pour water from a glass on the bridge of the
patients eye and allow water to flood the eye  gently
for 15 minutes. Use plain lukewarm water. Do not
allow the victim to rub their eyes.

Swallowed Poisons or Medications

Look into the victim’s mouth and remove all
tablets, powder or any material that is present.
Examine the mouth for cuts, burns, swelling, unusual
coloring or odor. Rinse and wipe out the mouth. Call
the Poison Control Center.

When calling the Poison Control Center, you will
be asked to identify the poison. Make sure you have
the item with you so you are able to properly describe
it. Never induce vomiting unless instructed. Have
Ipecac Syrup on hand if the Poison Control Center
prescribes its use. Follow the directions given.

A Final Safety Tip

Keep this issue for reference and re-reading. And
remember, if you’d like a friend of family member to
receive Tommy Thompson’s mailings, just call, there’s
no cost whatsoever.

Tommy Thompson
972-599-7000
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Can Your Kitchen Pass
Tommy Thompson's Food Safety Test?

Cleanliness -

What comes to mind when you think of a clean kitchen? Shiny waxed floors, gleaming stainless steel sinks, spotless counters
and neatly arranged cupboards. They can help but a truly clean kitchen is one that ensures safe food and relies on more than just
looks: It also depends on safe food practices. In the home, food safety concerns revolve around three main functions: food

storage, food handling and cooking.

Refrigerators should stay at 41 degrees FO or less, this temperature slows the growth of most bacteria. Freezing at zero FO or

less stops most bacterial growth. Hot foods should be refrigerated as soon as possible but always within two hours of cooking.
Never keep food that’s been standing out for more than two hours.

Sanitize the kitchen sink drain, disposal and connecting pipe often. They should be sanitized by pouring down the sink a
solution of 1 teaspoon of chlorine bleach in 1 quart of water or a solution of commercial kitchen cleaning agent made according

to product directions.
environment for bacteria.

Cooking -

The safest way to eat hamburgers is to cook them
until they are no longer red in the middle and the juices
run clear. Cooking food, including ground meat

patties, to an internal temperature of at least 160 FO
usually protects against food borne illness. Well done
meats reach that temperature.

To be safe, check cooked meat, fish and poultry
with a meat thermometer to ensure that they have
reached a safe internal temperature. For micro-waved
food, follow directions, including the standing time,
either in or out of the microwave, after cooking.

Microwave cooking creates pockets of heat in the food,
but allowing the food to stand before eating allows the
heat to spread to the rest of the food. Eggs need to be

cooked to at least 140 degrees FO to avoid Salmonella, a
bacterium that can be in shell eggs. Commercial
products made with eggs are made with pasteurized
eggs which are eggs that have been heated sufficiently.

When thawing food before cooking, it is
recommended to thaw food in the refrigerator,
microwave oven or putting the item in a water-tight
plastic bag submerged in cold water and changing the
water frequently. Changing the water ensures that the
food is kept cold, an important factor for slowing
bacterial growth. Do not thaw meat, poultry or fish on
the counter or in the sink without cold water. Bacteria
can multiply rapidly at room temperatures.

Always wash your hands with water and soap at
least 20 seconds before and after handling food,

Tommy Thompson

Food particles get trapped in the drain and disposal and along with the moistness, create an ideal

especially raw meat, poultry or fish. If you have an
infection or cut on your hands, wear rubber or plastic
gloves. Wash gloved hands just as often as bare hands
because the gloves can pick up bacteria.

Soaking dishes only contributes to bacterial growth.
When you let dishes sit in water for a long time, it
creates a “soup” The food left on the dish contributes
nutrients for bacteria, so the bacteria multiply. When
washing dishes by hand, it is best to wash them all
within two hours. Also, it is best to air dry.

4

Tips for a Healthy Lawn

A healthy green lawn is a true asset to any home.
It is easy to create conditions for your grass to thrive if
you’ll think about lawn care as a preventive health care
program. It is much easier to prevent lawn care
problems, such as weeds, insect attacks and diseases
from occurring than to treat these problems later.

Develop healthy soil by combining a mixture of
clay, silt and sand. Test it periodically to see if it needs
organic matter or the PH level needs adjusting.

Choose a grass type that is conducive to the
climate. Understand each type of grass's tolerance to
watering, pest controls, tolerance of shade and degree
of wear.

When mowing your lawn, make sure the lawn is
high, the frequency is often and the blades are sharp.
Water slowly and not too often. Only water a lawn
when it really needs it and then water deeply and
slowly. Trickle irrigation or soaker hoses used in the
early morning hours are the best options.

While most teenagers detest mowing the yard, lawn
care can be a fun and valuable family activity,
especially when it culminates with a backyard cook-out
filling the hungry tummies of workers admiring their
accomplishment. It’s what summer is all about!

REAL ESTATE SERVICE
THE WAY YOU WANT IT!

Create Your Own Custom Client Service

Check those areas that interest you, drop in the mail to
Tommy Thompson and start getting custom-tailored real estate service.

Please check what interests you?

____Residential Real Estate National Market Information
__ Local Residential Real Estate Market Information
____Updates on Current Mortgage Interest Rates

__News Letters Like This One

___An Annual Evaluation of the Market Value of Your Home
__ Curious About How Much Rent Your Home Might Bring
___Information on Purchasing Investment Homes
___Information on Purchasing Vacation Property
___Information on Property Out of Town

___Information on Condos / Townhouses / Lofts
___Information on Selling Your Existing Home
___Information on a Home for Your Children

___Real Estate Retirement Planning

My Tips on Pre-Sale Home Improvements

____ Other

How would you like to receive information from me?

___ Delivered in person
___Sent by regular mail
___Sent by email / email address
___Acall from me / phone number ( )

Complete, clip and mail today to:

Tommy Thompson

Keller Williams Realty
3600 Preston Road, Suite 100
Plano, TX 75093

Any questions please call Tommy Thompson at

972-599-7000

Sharpening Your
Home Security

Crime prevention is defined as the anticipation,
recognition and appraisal of crime risk and the
initiation of some action to remove or reduce it.

You can have a significant effect upon the security
of your residence by taking a few moments to assess
its weaknesses and a few more moments to take simple
actions (many of which cost nothing but your time or a
bit of physical exertion) to eliminate or strengthen
those weaknesses.

General Good Practice

Experience has demonstrated three basic concepts
repeatedly.

1. The appearance that an occupant is present and is
attentive to the property is, in itself, a deterrent to most
would-be criminals.

2. Physical security equipment is absolutely worthless
unless used properly.

3. The component in any security system most likely to
fail is the human one.

4. Keep your home neat and clean, in good repair and
giving the appearance of being occupied is an
important step toward preventing crime. Be a good
neighbor and get to know your neighbors. Call the
police whenever you notice anyone or thing that seems
suspicious.

Assessing your home’s vulnerability is key when
trying to “think like a thief”! Consider how a criminal
might view your home and eliminate as many of the
opportunities or vulnerable points as you can. Always
keep valuables in a different and secure location.

If your home is already listed, or if you are currently under a Buyer Broker Agreement with another real estate agent or company, this is not intended to be a solicitation. An Equal Opportunity Broker.
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