Prepare to Move – Make it as Stress Free as Possible

Proper planning can make this day a dream instead of a nightmare.

Get Ready

· Go through it before you move it.  

· Clean out closets, storage areas, attics and basements.  

· Sell or give away what’s going hasn’t been touched for a year or more.  

· Have a garage sale, and all items not sold should be given to charity.

· Keep an itemized receipt of any charitable donations.

· Get rid of flammable and corrosive substances – look for local environmental days which usually occur within a community at least twice a year, let them get rid       the items in an environmentally safe way.  (Most movers won’t touch these items anyway)

Time it right

Summer is the busiest time of the year to move.  At the same time, movers are in high demand at the end of each month.  Interview three moving companies, and ask about discounts for non-summers moves.  Some companies offer a 10 to 15 percent discount for moves schedule between the 8th and the 20th of each month.

Measure twice and move it once

Plot your new home’s layout on a graph, and note the width of doorways, tricky hallways, corners or stairways.  Have measurements of your furnishings ready, so you know what will fit where, and you will only need to place once with the movers.  Some movers charge more for changing the layout of your furniture, so save yourself some money there.

Keep detailed records and receipts for transportation, lodging, meals, and so on.  If you’re moving because of a job transfer, verify which of those costs will be paid by your company and which expenses are tax-deductible.

Special Suitcases

First Night Suitcase

Pack must-have items like prescription medicines, basic toiletries and an extra set of clothes.  Include essential assembly and emergency tools such as a flashlight, screwdrivers, and an adjustable wrench.  A pocket multi-tool that contains a bottle opener, scissors, knife, pliers and other tools is very handy.

Kid Suitcase

Make sure they have familiar and comforting things around them for the first night.  If they’re old enough, let them pack it themselves so they feel part of the process.

Pet Suitcase

Pack your pet’s medical records, medicines, leash and ID tag with the new address and phone number.  Also include their food and water dishes, and favorite toys.

Moving Day

Post someone you trust at the old house to make sure the movers load everything.  Have someone in the new home directing traffic so the movers know where you want things placed (mark your boxes well with the rooms you desire them to place them).

Plants are best transported by the owners.  Consider giving your treasured ones to a great neighbor or family members as a “remembrance” gift, they may not survive a long-distance trip.

Transport your most valuable items – jewelry, coin collections, etc., yourself.

Make sure your moving company is licensed, bonded and insured and read the little lines of the contract regarding liability of items arriving in the same condition they left.  Typically, moving companies offer two types of insurance:  general liability and replacement.

Settling In

If you have “trouble pieces” that won’t fit through doorways, options are to remove doors and door moldings.  In worst-case scenarios, you can hire a craftsman to cut a piece of furniture in two and reassemble it in the room.

Another option is to hire professional help to unpack.  There are independent firms that specialize in unpacking and resettling (hanging artwork, organizing the kitchen) with services for an hourly fee.

