A Guide to Kitchen Countertops

Countertops are the part of the kitchen you’ll cook on, wipe down (hopefully), cut upon and entertain around most.  Which countertop is the right surface for your kitchen?

Here are a few rules of thumb…….

The longer you plan to live in a home, the more durable and upscale the countertop it makes sense to install.  The “cost per year” becomes a bargain as the years pass.

Countertops and installation usually comprise 10 to 15% of a total kitchen remodel budget.

Put your money where your heart is – especially when you’re on a budget. If you love high-tech appliances or custom wood cabinetry, spend your money there.

Here’s a quick review of the facts, quirks, costs and personalities of today’s top countertops:

Engineered Stone

A blend of the functional benefits of solid-surface material with the beauty of natural stone.  

Composed of more than 93% crushed natural stone, bound by acrylic or polyester resins.  

Non-porous and nearly impossible to stain, and most never need sealing.

Excellent scratch resistance and has more “give” than granite.

Natural look

Can be tinted to create colors not found in nature.

Prices fall between solid-surface and natural-stone.

Can crack and change color, if subjected to extreme temperatures.

Plastic Laminate

Comprises 75% of the countertop market.

Inexpensive

Durable

Comes in every imaginable color

Can be installed by do-it-yourselfers.

Average price of $10 to $25/sf

Resists grease and stains, clean with soap and water

New technology has improved clarity and depth of laminate colors and patterns

Can be damaged by hot pans and sharp knives

Abrasive cleaners can dull the finish

Granite

In its natural state, granite resists most stains and is tougher when sealed.

Edge styles can be crafted

Wide range of colors, patterns and depths

Sinks can be under-mounted.

Neglected granite can be stained and scratched by extreme abuse.

Working with granite requires special tools.

$75 - $100 per sq. ft. installed

Solid Surface

Corian, Avonite and Swanstone are examples.

Non-porous and difficult to stain.

Can be formed into any shape and size

Sinks can be under-mounted

Problems sidestepped with proper use and installation.

Crock pots and griddles should never be perched directly over seams.

Installed prices range from $50 to $100 per sq. ft.

Always choose your upgrade according to the market value of your neighborhood.  A $30,000 upgrade in a $100,000 neighborhood will probably not bring a return on your investment if your neighbors aren’t upgrading to the same level.  If you would like to know more about the market value in your neighborhood, please call me and I will provide you with a current market analysis.

