Spruce up your home with a fresh coat of paint!

Try before you buy....

A fresh coat of paint can go a long way in sprucing up any room. But when it comes to choosing
which color to use, the options can seem endless. Avoid spending hours at the paint store or
taking a chance with the wrong color by visiting these fun and helpful Web sites. Run by major
paint companies, these sites offer interactive tools that allow visitors to virtually paint a room that
resembles one in their home:

¢ Sherman-Williams Paint Visualizer. To access this online tool, click on the “Launch Color
Visualizer” button on the left side of the page. Once the new window opens, you can
choose to paint an interior, paint an exterior, or find a color by browsing through dozens
of color palettes. Among the interior room options, there are six bathrooms, six
bedrooms, three dining rooms, and nine living rooms.

e Benjamin Moore Personal Color Viewer. This site lets you choose whether you want to
virtually paint one of many sample rooms, or fork over $10 for software that will allow you
to upload your own digital photos to “paint.” For the purpose of this review, let's assume
that you take the free route and use a sample photo. Start by clicking the “Let’s Paint”
button to launch the Personal Color Viewer. Choose from an array of sample bathrooms,
kitchens, offices, bedrooms, exteriors, and more. Then pick the body color, trim color,
and ceiling color, and watch as the photo automatically reflects your color choices. But
the Personal Color Viewer isn’'t the only handy tool at this site. Before you leave, check
out the Homeowner: How-To’s section for detailed instructions on glazing techniques,
painting a “Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star” theme in a nursery, creating diamond patterns,
and more. Or visit the Color Inspiration section for Color Scheme Ideas and Starting
Points to Decorating a Room.

e Behr ColorSmart. This tool works differently from the others, requiring you to choose your
colors before you see what they look like in a sample room. It's also a bit trickier to
navigate the site and takes longer to load. Launch the tool by clicking the “Start
ColorSmart” logo on the right of the screen. In the new window that opens, select the
middle option, “Browse Colors.” You're prompted to select a color family, and ultimately
one color. To coordinate that color with others that you will use in the room, select the
“Coordinate” button on the right side of the page. Or, you can click the “Preview/Print”
button to see what the color looks like in a room. Only then do you get to select the room.
However, once you're “in” the room, it's easy to add colors and modify them. The end
result is nice, but you need patience to get there.

Ask me about de-cluttering and staging services.
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http://www.sherwin-williams.com/do_it_yourself/
http://www.benjaminmoore.com/wrapper_pcv.asp?L=owner&K=intproj&N=intproj
http://www.benjaminmoore.com/wrapper_pg1art.asp?L=owner&K=howto&N=how&art=1.3
http://www.benjaminmoore.com/wrapper_pg1art.asp?L=color&K=fcast&N=colinsp&art=5.2
http://www.benjaminmoore.com/wrapper_pg1art.asp?L=color&K=fcast&N=colinsp&art=5.2.3
http://www.benjaminmoore.com/wrapper_pg1art.asp?L=color&K=fcast&N=colinsp&art=5.2.1
http://www.benjaminmoore.com/wrapper_pg1art.asp?L=color&K=fcast&N=colinsp&art=5.2.1
http://www.behr.com/behrx/workbook/

