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Vitality shows in not only 
the ability to persist but 
the ability to start over.     
– F. Scott Fitzgerald 

Spare no expense to 
make things as economi-
cal as possible.                
– Samuel Goldwyn 

���������	
�
�

����������	
����
���
���������
������������������
��
�������� ���
���������

���������	�

�����
���
�

��
������

�
����
�������
������������

��������������������

�����
�����������������
��� �

!""
#��$%&�'&%&��

�

� �(�)�
*
��+�
������,-.+/
 �

��
������������������
��
���������	

��
����
� �

�
�

�

 �		�����		��������	
���
	��
��!��
�����
"#$%�&�
�		�
���	'(�)�*�	�
�)�+���,%%-$�

.$/0$$10".%%�

����������������	
���������������������	
���������������������	
���������������������	
����� ����
Words for Love 

If love sometimes leaves you at a loss for words, here are 
some quotes you may find inspirational: 

If I had a flower for every time I thought of you, I could walk in 
my garden forever.  – Alfred Lord Tennyson 

You’re nothing short of my everything.  – Ralph Block 

Sometimes your nearness takes my breath away; and all the things I want to say can find 
no voice.  Then, in silence, I can only hope my eyes will speak my heart.  – Robert Sexton 

I love thee to the depth and breadth and height my soul can reach.  

– Elizabeth Barrett Browning 

I can conquer the world with one hand, as long as you’re holding the other.  – Unknown 

I love you:  Those three words have my life in them.  – Alexandra to Nicholas II 

If I could reach up and hold a star for every time you made me smile, I would have the 
whole night sky in the palm of my hand. 

– Unknown 

You will always be the answer, when someone 
asks me what I’m thinking about. 

– Unknown 

Come live in my heart, and pay no rent. 

– Samuel Lover 

 

Sometimes the right words are the best Valen-
tine gift of all! 

Happy Valentine’s Day! 
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Low Interest Rate Home Loans  
Southeast Mortgage 

Wharton Smith   
770-279-0222, Ext. 438 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 
· How to Help Your Child Learn 

· Why Does an Itch—Itch? 

· Featured Listing 

· That’s No Mermaid 

· Real Estate Changes 

· Gardening Tips 

· $8000 & $6500 Tax Credits 

 ARE YOUR FRIENDS, FAMILY, & 
COLLEAGUES INTERESTED IN 

WORLD-CLASS  SERVICE?   
SEE INSIDE! 
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See An Interesting 
Home?  

No need to wonder about the price.  
No need to call a high-pressure 

sales agent who will just make you 
feel obligated.  My computers can 
send you the information quickly 

and easily, for any house, listed or 
sold, anywhere in town. 

Just ask me!  It’s all part of  
my free, no-obligation  
HomeFinder Service. 

Leave the address on my 
voicemail, anytime, and I’ll mail or  

e-mail you the info. 

Question:   Who invented the mercury 
thermometer? 

Answer:   Daniel (also known as Gabriel) 
Fahrenheit.�                                   

Source:   inventors.about.com 

Congratulations to Debbie DeRosa in 
Buford. Your name was selected at ran-
dom from all of the correct quiz entries.  

Enjoy your gift certificate to Lowe’s!  
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We’ve all scratched an itch and felt better for it.  But why do we get relief? 

Scientists uncovered an answer with magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) in a study where par-
ticipants were scratched with a small brush – 30 seconds on and 30 seconds off – for a total of 
about five minutes.  Researchers were surprised when areas of the brain that are associated 
with unpleasant or aversive emotions and memories became less active when participants 
were being scratched.   

Scientists hope this knowledge will lead to help for people who suffer from chronic itching (for 
example, about 42% of patients who undergo kidney dialysis) by developing a drug that inhib-
its the same areas of the brain that scratching does. 
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Asking your kids about their school day is a good idea.  Why?  Researchers 
who study how kids learn already knew that children learn best with their 
parents or a peer, but it wasn’t clear whether this was because the children 
were getting feedback and help, or merely because they were explaining 
their solutions to someone.  In a recent study, researchers had mothers sim-
ply listen to their children without providing any assistance. 

  

They learned that it’s really effective to get kids to explain things themselves 
instead of just telling them the answer.  Explaining their reasoning – to a par-
ent, peer, or other people they know – helps kids understand the problem 
and apply what they’ve learned to other situations. 
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In 1493, Christopher Columbus logged seeing three mermaids while he was sailing near the 
Dominican Republic.  He wrote that he was surprised they weren’t as attractive as the depic-
tions he’d seen in paintings.  So did the famous explorer actually see three half-fish, half-
female creatures frolicking in the sea? 

Not likely, experts say.  Columbus’ mermaids were probably manatees, which can grow to 
lengths of up to 12 feet and weigh up to 1,200 pounds.  Manatees look somewhat like 
aquatic elephants, and some think that the romantic depictions of mermaids with long green or blue hair might have 
been manatees breaking the water surface with seaweed hanging from their heads. 

So, while manatees and mermaids are vastly different, there is something lovable about manatees.  These bewhis-
kered, gentle, slow-moving plant eaters are air-breathing mammals – just like us.  They communicate with each other 
using chirps, whistles and squeaks, and just like us, they’ve been observed participating in loosely organized, playful 
activities such as bodysurfing and follow-the-leader. 
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February 
Trivia Question 

��The fossa is native only to which 
island? � 

Everyone who emails or calls in the 
correct answer by the last day of this 
month will be entered into a drawing 
for A Night at the Movies for Two!  

FHA has issued the new guidelines on the upfront MIP premium due at clos-
ing.  Effective in April 2010, the new premium will be 2.25% from 1.75%.  On 
a $200,000 home with 3.5% down, this will cost you $5.11/month more than it 
did before. 

FHA is looking to reduce the allowable seller paid closing costs from 6% to 
3% of the purchase price. Expect this change in early summer. This may re-
quire the buyer to come to the closing table with more cash than in the past. 

Great news for Investors.  HUD has temporarily suspended the Anti-flipping 
Rules for FHA under certain circumstances. They will now allow homes that 
have been owned less than 90 days to get FHA financing if they meet the cri-
teria. Previously, an Investor had to own the home for at least 90 days before 
they could write a contract with FHA financing to a potential buyer.   Check 
out the following link http://www.hud.gov/offices/hsg/sfh/waivpropflip2010.pdf 
for more information. 
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If you enjoyed my newsletter, please 
recycle it by passing it along to your 
coworker, friend, or family member. 

 
Help a Family Member, Friend, or Neighbor Earn Thei r Tax Credit 

 

 
The $8,000 tax credit is for first-time home buyers defined by the IRS as someone who has not owned a 
principal residence during the three-year period prior to the purchase. 
 
The tax credit does not have to be repaid providing you live there for 3 years after purchase. 
 

 
 
 

$6,500 Move-Up / Repeat Home Buyer Tax Credit at a Glance 
Buyers must have owned and lived in their previous home for 5 consecutive years out of the last 8  years. 

 

 

 
 

 
Want more information?  Email me and ask for your F REE report with all the details. 

Cell: (770) 356-4656         Email: Joan.Boudreau@k w.com 
 
 


