Staging your home for the most profitable sale

Our goal is to simplify, de-personalize and de-clutter the home in order for it to show larger and brighter giving a more spacious feeling to potential buyers. These steps will provide you with an advantage over the competition. Many items will need to be removed to storage and packed for moving. This is important and should be considered as merely giving you a head start on the move to your new home.

This list will help your home show larger and brighter and give a more spacious feeling to potential buyers giving you an advantage over the competition.
1. Begin here: Drastically clean and reorganize the garage. Sweep and clean—remove all cobwebs and any oil or grease from floor. Stack and organize your tool shed and garage.

2. De-personalize your home by storing personal photos so that potential buyers may visualize their personal items in the home. 

3. Make rooms look larger and neater by "uncluttering".  "When in doubt, throw it out". Thin all closets dramatically and organize remaining items neatly on shelves and be sure to allow space between hanging items. At one very visible spot leave space so that the rear wall of closet/pantry will show when the door is opened. Leave a small empty space on each shelf to show potential storage space. This is probably one of the most important things to a potential buyer! Buyers like lots of storage!

4. One thing you need to remember is when buyers come to the house with their realtor, they will be standing on the porch waiting for the realtor to get the key from the lockbox and will have a few minutes to look around the front porch, door area. Clean this up as much as you can (dust and wipe down the door and trim around it and dust the brick/stone, maybe with a broom or something--if it's dirty) so they will have a good first impression!
5. Organize your bathroom vanities, medicine cabinets, counters and linen closets. Store all cleaners under cabinets. Bathrooms are always a big thing with buyers. Remove stains, mold or damaged caulking around tubs, shower stalls and sinks. Try to keep it as clean as you can...bleach the caulk and grout as much as you can so it's bright. 
6. Dust/wash all light fixtures and fans. Dust blinds, windowsills and plant ledges. Remove any cobwebs inside and out.

7. Clean interior and exterior of all windows and glass doors. Take screens off before washing and leave off front of house.

8. Cut, trim, weed and water lawn and shrubs and pick up after your pets. Clean stains from driveways and sidewalks and remove extra vehicles. Weed flowerbeds and top dress with cedar mulch. Keep patio swept and replace or remove any worn outdoor furniture. Keep all hoses stored neatly and on wall mounts if possible.

9. Plant colorful flowers everywhere possible!

10. Remove or replace worn latticework and/or boards in fence.

11. Keep all flat surfaces (countertops, appliance tops and furniture) cleared off as much as possible. Kitchen counters should have very little on them to show that there is plenty of available workspace. Keep appliances stored when not in use. In bathrooms, use baskets to hold make-up and toiletries so that after use they can be stored under the counter. Stow kitchen wastebasket in pantry or under the counter.

12. Remove all magnets, notes, pictures, etc from front and sides of refrigerator.

13. Remove newspapers and old magazines from coffee and end tables. Remove old furniture, unhealthy plants and organize books on bookshelves. Remove all posters or things tacked to the walls.

14. Replace or clean A/C filters. Clean all A/C vents and intake grids. Try not to smoke in the house.

15. Clean your home so it gives the impression of being well cared for. Ensure every room smells as good as it looks. Use an air freshener in a few places throughout the house. The Glade “Plug-ins” work really well.

16. Clean vents and exhaust hoods and appliances (inside and out).

17. Clean carpets, drapes and blinds, furniture, light fixtures, glass, mirrors, floors, metal fixtures and woodwork. Wax sinks with lemon or vegetable oil. Polish all hardware to a shine. Wipe down all woodwork including doors and cabinets with “Old English” or “Liquid Gold”. Touch up paint on walls.

18. Repair everything to eliminate potential objections before they arise. If you think something is too much trouble to fix, someone else will, too.

19. Repair damaged window screens, glass or hardware. Repaint damaged trim areas around doors, windows and roof areas. Replace and repaint damaged fencing.

20. Upgrade the wattage in all light fixtures to the highest, safest level. Keep all blinds/shades pulled up and draperies removed or pulled back to allow maximum light.

21. Repair leaky faucets, defective light bulbs, broken electrical outlets and switch plates. Fill and paint any cracks in ceiling and walls. Check all appliances, furnace, hot water heater and laundry connections and repair as needed.

22. Neutralizing the home helps people visualize their own things in your house and picture themselves living there. Use neutral paint, decor and carpeting to create a home for any lifestyle.

23. Replace outdated wallpaper with a neutral paint or paper. Replace patterned shower curtains and towels with new ones in neutral colors.

24. Look through home decorating magazines for ideas that can give your home that appealing edge. From fresh flowers to fresh smells, this is the finishing touch.
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